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about:blank

The flow of knowledge, new ideas, and technologies in contemporary society moves at the
highest rate ever. Humans across the globe have access to more complex information and
technologies than ever before. The purpose of this conference is to sift through this massive
flow of new ideas and technologies to home in on the most important new frontiers and assess
how these frontiers affect and are affected by law and other institutions, private and public.

We will anchor our analysis in several areas, including:

L.

II.

What Do We Understand Better Today? What are the most impactful theories and
discoveries emerging today? While many ideas and discoveries of centuries past are
obvious and agreed upon today (e.g. the theory of evolution, germ theory, modern
physics, the concept of algorithm, giving rise to vaccines, antibiotics, the lightbulb,
modern transportation, the internet), what might we predict with current developments
in our understanding of infectious disease and chronic illness or cancers, systems
biology, personalized genomics and medicine, information systems and Al, complexity
theory and other “big ideas?”

Historical Examples of Frontiers Being Pushed? From the days of Enlightenment and
the Industrial Revolution to modern day scientific and technological developments,
what do we know about how the frontiers of knowledge are pushed forward? Are
frontiers largely changed by individual, well-known thinkers (e.g. David Hume, Adam
Smith, William Petty, Charles Darwin) or changed by technology shifting the adjacent
possible and making new discoveries and/or theories possible? How have new ideas and
technologies affected legal and economic systems and vice versa?

III. Which Current or Emerging Technologies are Likely to Make the Most Significant

Societal Impacts? Are some such technologies more or less likely to have the most
significant impact to human society? Are some technologies more likely to lead to
“evolutionary mismatch?” For example:

A. Contemporary preferences in nutritional consumption and digital “diets” affect
health, mental health, social behavior, and cognition? In a world in which
dopamine can easily be “hijacked” via sugar, social media, and hours spent
isolated on screens, what are the short- and long-term effects on human behavior,
health, mental health and human reproduction trends? While Ozempic-like drugs
may help our addiction to sugar, with the attention economy running at full steam
to attract eyes to screens, and countless other addictive substances and activities
more available than ever before, what institutions might play a role with other
areas of addiction?

B. Reproductive success and inclusive fitness are the mainstay of evolution as long-
theorized by Darwin, Hamilton and other theorists. So, what are we to make of
modern changes in mate selection, fertility rates, parental investment, and
cooperative child-rearing strategies? Today, reproduction occurs within a
fundamentally altered landscape—a world of delayed childbirth, declining fertility
rates, economic pressures that shift parental investment patterns, and digital



platforms that reshape courtship, bonding, and family structure. Have modern
incentives and institutions decoupled human reproduction from our evolved
drives? How do novel reproductive technologies, digital/modern mate choice, and
changing gender and work roles interact with our ancient reproductive
psychology?

IV. Legal, Regulatory and Cultural Responses to New Frontiers? What roles should
law and regulatory policy play in managing new frontiers and the societal shifts they
bring about? How can policy makers balance avoiding harm while also avoiding
regulatory capture, entrenched incumbents and regulations that stifle innovation?
What are examples of domains where law, institutions, and/or regulatory policy have
failed or succeeded? Where there is “mismatch,” should governments intervene to
regulate digital “diets,” promote fertility rates, or redesign education systems? What
trade-offs emerge when we attempt to "correct” mismatch through policy? Are we
preserving human flourishing or constraining autonomy? Can human cognition and
culture close the mismatch gap, or are we heading for deeper dissonance? As we
explore potential solutions — whether through law, economics, culture or other
institutions — we will also weigh the costs to liberty and autonomy, and the
possibility of winners and losers.

We believe these big, challenging questions are ripe for robust, interdisciplinary discussion as
is the custom at our annual conference.



Arrival Day (Sunday, May 17)

6:30pm Reception and Dinner

Day 1 (Monday, May 18)

7:30 Breakfast

9:00 Welcome and Introductions
Monika Cheney, Oliver Goodenough, Isabel Behncke, Rebecca Purdom, Andrew
Torrance

9:30-12:00 Session I: What are the Most Impactful Theories and Discoveries Emerging Today?

Chair: Rebecca Purdom

Which new scientific frameworks are changing how we understand human
behavior, biology, intelligence, and complex systems? This session examines
conceptual advances that may reshape future research before they are translated
into policy or technology.

Conceptual Breakthroughs and the Adjacent Possible:
* Biology, Human Health, Gene Editing, Personalized Medicine
= Artificial Intelligence
* Energy/Thermodynamics
= Longevity

» Space Discovery
»  Other

Speakers: Andrew Torrance, Stuart West, Ashleigh Griffin, Daniel Barcay,
Dan Katz, Megan Ma

(Please plan on 15 min per talk including Q&A)
**Breaks taken as needed

12:00-1:00 Lunch



1:00-4:00

6:30pm

Session II: New Frontiers in Historical Context

Chair: Andrew Torrance

How have earlier scientific and intellectual developments transformed legal and
social institutions? How do new ideas move from discovery into enduring social
change. From the days of Enlightenment and the Industrial Revolution to modern
day scientific and technological developments, what do we know about how the
frontiers of knowledge are pushed forward? Are frontiers largely changed by
individual, well-known thinkers (e.g. David Hume, Adam Smith, William Petty,
Charles Darwin) or changed by technology shifting the adjacent possible and
making new discoveries and/or theories possible? How have new ideas and
technologies affected social, legal and economic systems and vice versa?

*  Which Ideas Had the Biggest Impacts and Why?

» Technology & Innovation (from modern vaccines, antibiotics,
transportation, and the internet to the printing press and the light bulb)

* Society & Culture

» Interplay of innovation, law and institutions

Speakers: Jonathan Morton, Terence Kealey, William Gilbert, Bill Casebeer,
Oliver Goodenough

(Please plan on 15 min per talk including Q&A)

**Breaks taken as needed

Dinner

Day 2 (Tuesday, May 19)

7:30

9:00-12:00

Breakfast

Session III: New Technologies with Transformative Social Impact

Chair: Monika Cheney

Are some new and emerging technologies more or less likely to have the most
significant impact on human society? Are some technologies more likely to lead
to “evolutionary mismatch?”

Synthetic Biology, Gene-Editing, Personalized Medicine: Impacts on Human
Health and Reproduction



12:00-1:00

1:00-4:00

Speakers: Andrew Torrance, Fred Dotzler

Are Artificial Intelligence and Digital Lifestyles Uniquely Disruptive? Impacts of
Al and Digital Living on Labor Markets, Creativity and Human Purpose and
Well-Being

Speakers: Sean Harrington, Brian Mannix, Aleks Psurek, Kevin McCabe, Mike
McCullough

Modern Environments and Evolutionary Mismatch: Impacts of Digital and
Nutritional “Diets” on Health, Mental Health, Social Behavior, and Cognition

Speakers: Isabel Behncke, Lydia Hopper, Deb Lieberman

Changing Reproductive Trends: Delayed Childbirth, Declining Fertility Rates,
and Shifting Parental Investment Patterns in Evolutionary Perspective

Speakers: Mary Shenk

(Please plan on 15 min per talk including Q&A)

** Breaks taken as needed

Lunch

Session IV: Governing New Frontiers: Law, Regulation and Culture

Chair: Oliver Goodenough

How should legal, economic and social institutions respond to rapid technological
change? Where do we see legal or institutional failure or success? What roles
should law and regulatory policy play in managing new frontiers and the societal
shifts they bring about? How can policy makers balance avoiding harm while
also avoiding regulatory capture, entrenched incumbents and regulations

that stifle innovation? Where have law, institutions, and/or regulatory policy
have failed or succeeded?

Where we see evolutionary “mismatch,” should governments intervene and if so
how? What trade-offs emerge when we attempt to "correct” mismatch through
policy? Are we preserving human flourishing or constraining autonomy? Can
human cognition and culture close the mismatch gap, or are we heading for
deeper dissonance?



Regulation and Public Policy
Speakers: Rebecca Purdom, Jodi Short, Adam Russell

Institutional Failure and Persistent Problems: Regulatory Capture,
Administrative Bloat, and Barriers to Reform

Speakers: Susan Dudley, Andy Morriss, Claire Hill

Markets and Institutional Design
Speakers: Karol Boudreaux, Pierce Kelaita

Innovation and Emerging Systems
Speakers: John Chisholm, Marshall Van Alstyne

(Please plan on 15 min per talk including Q&A)

** Breaks taken as needed

6:30 Wine Reception & Festive Dinner

Day 3 (Wednesday, May 20) — Departure Noon

7:30 Breakfast

9:00 - 10:30 Session V: Open Forum Speed Round for Current Projects
(sign up for time with organizers)

10:30-11:30 Open Discussion & Conference Debrief

Noon Departure/Check-Out



